
given her time and service to 

us, for more than three 

months, without expecting 

anything in return. She and her 

husband are both unemployed 

and obviously in need of many 

things and still, she is prepared 

to give of her time and energy 

for free. This is real giving and 

reminds me of the story Jesus 

shared about the lady that only 

gave a few cents but in His 

eyes has given more than those 

that gave out of abundance, 

because her heart and inten-

tion was right. 
May stories like this and people 

like Shirley continue to chal-

lenge and touch our lives and 

may we all be cheerful givers!!! 

Marietjie 

It has been an amazing first 6 

months for our project. For 

me, the highlight continues to 

be being part of a community 

of people who are prepared to 

be taken out of their comfort 

zone and step out of the boat 

to actively make a difference. 

Our teacher, our assistants, 

our beautiful parents and our 

team of volunteers have 

touched my heart and made 

me believe again in the energy 

that our country has, by all of 

us coming together, leaving 

differences behind and saying: 

“We want to help heal and 

refresh what has been so bro-

ken around us!!!” 

Our second hand market was a 

wonderful example of such 

selfless community action. The 

parents, without being prompt-

ed, organized themselves a 

table full of home-made good-

ies, fruit and juices. All the 

profit made was then handed 

to the Imbali team and with 

that R1200 we could organize 

an outing for our little ones to 

Butterfly world. Our volun-

teers-mostly women from the 

larger Dwarsriver valley-also 

have shown their giving hearts 

by spending hours preparing 

and pricing the items, making 

soup and spending the whole 

Saturday selling, cleaning and 

interacting with parents and 

other community members. 
Please also read our section on 

a tribute to our team. This 

time we are bringing tribute to 

Shirley Ferguson. She is a par-

ent and also our first official 

teachers assistant, who has 

Our second term 

Tribute to Shirley  

Shirley Ferguson grew up in 

Cloetesville, and moved to 

Kylemore 13 years ago after 

meeting her husband, Fergie. 

She is the mother of three 

children - Veronique, Roberto 

and Kaylin - and enjoys reading, 

needlework, cooking and mak-

ing curtains. 

 

 Kaylin is currently enrolled in 

the Imbali Aftercare pro-

gramme. When bringing Kaylin 

to  afterschool, Shirley noticed 

that teacher Carol could do 

with some help in the after-

noons, and volunteered to help 

assist her in the classroom.  

 

They make a great team and 

enjoy the children immensely.  

“I enjoy working with the chil-

dren so much—the love we 

give here, the growth in what 

the kids achieve, and giving 

back to the community”, she 

says. 

 

With her mother so involved, 

Kaylin loves aftercare.  

Shirley adores children and 

would like to do Educare train-

ing next year. 
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For our latest second hand 

goods market, some of our 

parents baked through the 

night . Not only did they  

supply the cake and snack 

stand, they also manned it the 

whole Saturday afternoon,  

and donated all the proceeds 

to Imabali aftercare. 

With this  unexpected extra  

we were able  sponsor all  25 

children to have an end of 

term outing to Butterfly 

world. 

Here children can touch Igua-

nas, walk through an aviary full 

of birds, learn more about our 

local snakes and wildlife, and 

see butterflies hatch and land 

on their hands. What an expe-

rience!   

 

In teacher  Carols’  words: 

”There were so many exciting 

things to experience—the bus 

trip, the suricates, the marmo-

sets, the big butterflies... The  

children were all very inter-

ested in the large snakes. But 

most of all they  enjoyed the 

tortoises. They  now call all 

tortoises “Bazoos”, after do-

ing the Bazoo programme.   

The hot dog  and milkshake 

for lunch also went down a 

treat.” 

 

Thank you mums! 

The children were introduced 

to her snow white Shetland 

pony called Chalky. 

Each and everyone was given a 

carrot to feed the pony, after 

been shown how to do this by 

Liz. The children were abso-

lutely delighted. None of them 

had ever seen a pony up close 

before let alone huge horses 

being ridden! 

 

Liz then took us for a walk. 

We passed the compost mak-

ing operation en route to the 

Sanctuary Farm is a stableyard 

that specializes in Dressage.  

 

Owner Liz van Rensburg who 

has been in the Banhoek Val-

ley for 27 years, very kindly 

hosted an afternoon for 25 

Imbali Aftercare six year olds. 

Dwarsrivier where each child   

collected a river stone to take 

back with them to be painted 

Then we had another treat:  -  

famous Sanctuary Muffins and 

juice in the garden. It was 

vastly enjoyed by all.  

 

Thank you Liz van Rensburg 

for your gracious generosity. 

Outing to Butterfly world 

Our first outing 

 

““The soul is healed by 

being with children.”  

― Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

 

 

 

 

“It's the children the world 

almost breaks who grow 

up to save it.”  

― Frank Warren  
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If you would 

like up to date 

information on 

what we are 

doing — look 

for Imbali  
Aftercare on 

Facebook! 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3137322.Fyodor_Dostoyevsky
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8655.Frank_Warren


Once a term we have a formal 

parents evening . This gives 

the parents an opportunity to 

find out more about what 

their children are doing at 

school and to interact with 

the staff and management—so 

concerns and problems can be 

addressed promptly. Parents 

get an opportunity to see and 

take home everything their 

children have created in class. 

  

Every evening is a social event  

with feedback from the staff 

and a presentation by an ex-

pert in child care.  

 

Our first session was a roaring  

success—Naomi van Wyk, a 

psychologist specializing in the 

prevention of sexual abuse in 

children, gave an emotive and 

empowering talk on this topic. 

She gave practical advice on 

how to make children safer 

and discussed the methods 

abusers use to get access to 

children.  

She also covered how to react 

when abuse has occurred so 

the child is not traumatized 

further when telling, who to 

contact and what to do. 

 

Our  parents had many ques-

tions, concerns and unmet 

needs. In reaction to this need  

a Stellenbosch IT company, 

RealConnect , has kindly  

agreed to sponsor further  

funding so Naomi can roll out  

her course into the greater 

community in the Dwarsrivier 

valley later this year and next 

year. 

 

looking at facilities that we are 

allowed to use, we have com-

piled a list of urgent things-

some big and some small- that 

we will need to have fixed or 

bought before we can move 

in. 

These include:  

Security gates, burglar bars for 

windows, lockable steel cabi-

nets, paint  and painter,  2 

large carpets (can be second 

hand), tables and chairs for 

the kids and  desks for the 

 In 2015 we plan to extend 

the project  by moving onto 

the premises of the local pri-

mary school in Kylemore , PC 

Peterson Primer. 

This means that in 2015 we 

can take in 25 more children. 

We are very excited, but also 

realise the responsibility of 

making sure the facilities are 

up to standard so that we can 

give the same quality of care 

that we have given this year. 

After visiting the school and 

Parent support  

Plans for 2015 

Bazoo 

giant  mascot. There was great 

excitement when the giant 

tortoise walked into the 

room, having “walked all the 

way from Cape Town”! 

 

This wonderful organization 

will provide free magazines to 

every one of our children in 

their home language, Afri-

kaans,  for the rest of the 

year.  Thank you Bazoo! 

Bazoo, which publishes a quar-

terly educational magazine and 

workbook for grade R learn-

ers, paid us a visit, with their 

We aim to 

empower our 

children’s 

parents and 

involve them in 

the project. 

Once a term 

we have 

speakers and 

discussions on 

topics 

important in 

the community. 
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Please consider 

donating items 

for our quarterly 

second hand 

market. We 

would love to 

have books, 

clothes, old     

magazines and 

any other items, 

and will collect 

if needed. 

teachers, help with upgrading 

of jungle gym—chains for 

swings, fixing of poles and 

woodwork, replacing broken 

slides. Help with upgrading of 

ablutions  -plumbing, toilet 

seats, painting, taps, basins 

need to be fixed. 

Chest freezer & fridge 

 

We would welcome any 

contributions greatly. 



 

For further information 
please contact: 

Marietjie Steyn  

Tel: 082 337 6242 

Marietjie.steyn@gmail.com 
 
 

 Sponsor a child at R250 per month:  This amount covers food, all activities and camps, 

parent support sessions, outings and reading support programs.  A sponsor may choose to 

get to know the child and have contact with the child (Birthdays, Christmas etc) or may 

remain anonymous. 

 

 Give your time and skills. If you have time available (half an hour to one hour a week) you 

can share your talent, play or read to the children. Chess, tennis, cycling, dancing—these 

children are starved for stimulation and play.  Bring your own children  to expose them to 

community work and how you can make a difference in your surroundings. Offer your 

services to the management committee – we need people with skills in fundraising, web-

sites, newsletter and accounting.   

 

 Bring your colleagues and spoil the children with a special afternoon filled with games and 

fun! 

 

 Once-off donations and specific donations.  If you would like to donate an amount that you 

feel strongly should be allocated to a specific purpose, please let us know. You can contrib-

ute to a teacher’s salary, a camping trip or specific items that we need. 

 

 Become a friend of the Imbali Aftercare. We will keep you up to date by means of newslet-

ters, and also inform you of specific needs or plans that we have. 

  

 Please bring us your second hand goods and tell people about us. 

 

Creative ways to get involved 

How to help 

Donations: 
 
Imbali 

Absa Bank, Paarl 

Cheque account No: 

40-6489-9158 

Branch code: 632005 

 

Reference number: 

IAC-Name of sponsor  
 

 

Please use IAC before  
your name in the ref-

erence to allow the 

funds to be allocated 

to the aftercare cen-

tre. 

 

 

 

 

 
100% of  your dona-

tion will be used for 

the benefit of the chil-

dren.  

NPO 50-933 

 

Ball and Book Fridays: Every friday we have an open afternoon from 2 to 

3pm, where we invite any volunteer to come and visit. We invite mothers with 

their own children to come and read a story and play some ball games with the 

children from our project . Bring a book or ball to sponsor. This is a great op-

portunity for sunday school outings, class outings and just groups of friends to 

give your own children a chance to interact in a healthy way with children from 

other communities. 

 

Holiday program 30 June to 4 July 2014: We will be open from 9 to 1pm 

and will welcome any volunteers to come and assist or visit us. This is a great 

opportunity to bring your own children or friends and come and spend a morn-

ing of fun with the children from Kylemore. We will have a movie and popcorn 

day, a  creative art morning, a baking class and a modelling competition. You are 

welcome to contact us and share your own ideas. 

mailto:Marietjie.steyn@gmail.com
tel:40-6489-9158

